Around our Groups

Meets most Mondays at The Flowing Well,
Abingdon Sunningwell Road, Sunningwell, Abingdon,
Oxfordshire OX13 6RB from 8:30pm

Meets every Tuesday The Anton Arms, Salisbury

Andover  poad, Andover SP10 2JN from 8:30pm

Meets every Thursday at The Fleur-De-Lys,
Didcot 30 Main Road, East Hagbourne, Didcot, Oxon.
OX11 9LN from 8:00pm

Meets every Tuesday at The Fareham, 54 Trinity

Fareham Street, Fareham, Hants. PO16 7SA from 8:30pm
Newbu Meets every Friday at The Blue Ball, Greenham
"Y' Road, Newbury RG14 7HY from 8:30 pm
Oxford Meets every Tuesday at The Original Swan, Oxford
Road, Cowley, Oxford OX4 2LF from 8:30pm
Reading Meets every Thursday at The Warwick, 77 Kings

Road, Reading RG1 3DD at 8:30pm

Slough, Windsor Meets every Thursday at The College Arms , 55 High
and Eton Street, Eton, Windsor SL4 6BL from 9:00pm

Meets every Wednesday at Bar Risa, 2-4 High Street,

Soton Friends g thampton SO14 2DH from 8:30pm

Meets every Wednesday at T.J O'Reillys,
South Bucks 61 Marlow Bottom Road, Marlow, Buckinghamshire
SL7 3NA from 8:30pm

Meets every Wednesday at The Red House, Andover
Thatcham Road, Highclere, Newbury, Berks. RG20 9PU from
8:45pm

No group near you? If you would like to start a new group in your town
please fed free to contact any member of the area committee who will be
very willing to help.

Flying ..
South h
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On 23rd August, Slough, Windsor & Eton 18 Plus group organised ariverboat trip,
Maidenhead - Windsor and back. 21 members from 10 Plus groups met at
Maidenhead Riverside for a cruise to Windsor aboard one of French Brothers
boats. We mmdly waved goodbye to area chairman Tina who stayed on the

3 riverside to round up the stragglers while
; the boat was turned round.
Our boat passed underneath a bridge
~ designed by Brund and having
apparently the longest brick-built spanin
theworld. It wasn't immediately obvious
that it was a railway bridge as no trains
were running but some of their traffic
seemed to have transferred to theriver.
Next we passed ariverside hotel where a
wedding reception was under way, doubtless a memorable occasion in such grand
surroundings.  There was plenty of evidence of Eton College's rowing activities
with two boathouses as well as an idand activity centre being operated by them.
There were two locks on our stretch of the river; these were well looked after - the
state of the vegetation would put most gardens to shame. The locks caused
considerable delays owing to the amount of traffic and our boat had to wait for al
the small ones to go through asit almost needed the lock to itself.
Having arriving at Windsor, we had lunch at the usual meeting place of the Sough,
Windsor & Eton group, but there wasn’t time to visit the castle which we resolved
to do another time.
On the cruise back to Maidenhead, the skipper told us who owned the riverside
houses - many well-known names from sport, music & retail. Gerald Ratner’s old
house was a nice one; | couldn't help thinking that one of his famous cheapo
decanters would be a bit out of place there!
And so back to Maidenhead. Unfortunately, | was the only So’ton Friends member
to attend; the others missed an enjoyable day.

Story: Rod Ormston Photo: Adrian Barnard
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National Greek Week

| would like to thank Mark Randall for organising a great holiday, a shame he was

unable to attend. Next Issue of Flying South
The accommodation was good, especialy for the money, quite what they 1st April 2004

considered you could self cater with on a single mini ring with two mugs | don’t . .

know. My compatriots managed to keep me away from the pizza most of the time Articles to editor p| ease
all the same - rotters. rvtech.com
A nightly, or in the case of | suspect an acohol induced colleague, knightly hunt for 63rd Annual National Conference
mossies was recommended and one of our party did get to look like ajoin the dots 24th - 25th Apri | 2004

parchment. So much for the knight. . .

The idand visited has still got turtles - just, despite the tourism to see them. | now Britannia Hotel, Coventry
have a photo of aturtle head breaking the water. The afternoon trip gives you the
opportunity to go to a secluded beach offshore for a swim or purchase from a
waterborne ice cream sdller in addition to gassing turtles and ourselves with diesdl

fumes, you also get the opportunity to fall in when returning to shore! National Narrowboat Holiday
Being the Greek islands boat trips make up many of the tours, we had a trip round 5th - 12th June 2004
the island where another of our party in the rather choppy weather that day made The Avon Ri ng, £160

close acquantaince with the toiletry systems on board for an hour and a half. A trip
round the blue caves where you get to go inside, the water’s blue and that diesel®
stronger than ever! The ship wreck was interesting too, we picked the boat with the

shortest ramp naturally so the steep beach was gotten to viawaist deep water. National Treasure Hunt
A coach trip was taken around the villages, | get the _ - 3rd July 2003

impression electricity is not 100% reliable round =~ = e < e L ondon

there, theicelolly | had was awhole new experience, = =«

vanilla essence ice on one side and tasteless dry ice

cream mouse on the other with severely broken up == _

candy coat. | think aso some EEC rules re food A

standards haven't quite filtered that far inland either. o National Training Weekend

I’'m il here though.

The service was excellent, | actually found something | consider useful in the tack
shops permeating the tourist section. You could clear the tourist areas with awalk
and the airport despite subjective thought at the time was actualy faster than

3rd - 5th September 2004

et 10 st gour TeighboLtS pocket watng neely an ot for the bogs. Many The 7th National Holiday Abroad Pefkos
E——

right up to release and prior to rel ease movies were showing in many of the tavernas I— 18th - 25th September ZQO4 _

and eateries, though the quality of some was questionable, in the spirit of no damp £359 per person. Deposit of £90 required

cloths | shan’t comment on a particular movie. . by 20 Jan 2004, balance by 1 Jul 2004

Would | go again? Yes. | believe the island has enough to offer two weeks of
different excursions and experiences. The company of friends is aso naturaly
enjoyable too.

So that was the Greek Week. Thanks again Mark.



Coming Soon

National Skiing Holiday
St 10 - Sat 17 January 2004
Bulgaria

Area Council Meseting
1st February 2004
Basingstoke

Sough Jets | ce Hockey
8th February 2004

Area Hedge Hop
21st February 2004

National Badminton Competition
28 February 2004
Magnet Leisure Centre, Maidehead

Brean Sands 2004

19th - 22nd March 2004
Weston-super-Mere

£48.50 (Deposit of £18.50 due 1st February)

Eden Project, Cornwall

Southampton 18 Plus group recently
attended the Eden project in
Cornwall. It isn’'t just the increasing
beauty of the gardens and displays of S ===
varied tropicad and mediterranean @ i
plants there, but the increasingly
hidden engineering of the project that
amaze. Thereis there also the living
proof of realised personal dreams and
hard work to achieve goas, these can
come true given the dedication,
ingenuity and good co-ordination of people. The ‘Biomes are undoubtedly the
impressive part as the project is first entered, looking out on the viewing platform
over the ex-gravel pits. This particular day was in gleaming sunlight to make a
contrast to my previous experience through pools of ghostly mists. No matter what
the temperature outside, the tropicsisat-shirt and shortsjob with high humidity and
high temperatures, additionally mist sprays wind their way through the jungle, the
coolest part isup top in sunlight next to the high waterfall. Take the time to educate
yourself, in among the astounding viewsthere s plenty of information asto what all
the plants there are used for commercially. Art aso rearsitself up in areas too, both
asbeing in concert with its surroundings, as an educating tool and also smply in the
surreal, but not overpoweringly so.  The mediterranean biome is somewhat of a
relief from the heat and humidity of the tropics allowing a far more conventional
plant array. This is also the area many art performances are staged during visiting
hours, though none were observed on this occasion. The restaurant is Situated
between the Biomes and iswell lit and spacious as well as much external areagiven
over to seating. Being sunken though it isal so reasonably hidden from therest of the
gardens. Many interactive ‘sculptures exist in addition, my favourite being the
cloud chamber. A cairn of local stone which you can enter, - bent if taller than 4’ 6.
Insideis seating in ataller room with alarge white stone on the floor, asmall gapin
the roof is aimed at the genera direction of the suns skyward traverse, the moving
clouds are projected onto the white stone in the dark. This year was a fairly small
affair organised quickly over a weekend. Next year should see the hiring of a
minibus and luxury caravans for more participants over a longer time span and
encompassing other attractions like the Lost Gardens of Heligan and Goonhilly.
Needless to say the local pubs see many visitstoo. Look out for details.




Blackpool Weekend

On the August bank holiday 2003 four members of So’'ton Friends group plus one
from Reading ventured from Southampton to the seaside town of Blackpool.

We started early to try and keep ahead of heavy traffic, but das a source of
annoyance to motorist everywhere, Birmingham's infamous spaghetti junction
again, proved to provide heavy traffic and introduce delay to journey.

Upon arrival accommodation proved a welcome sight for al concerned. Getting
food and refreshment proved a small adventure as the locals did seem to want to
send us in the wrong direction. After unpacking the purchases and the tin of corned
beef, the subject of much discussion beforehand, the traveller rested. The tin of
corned beef safely put in akitchen cupboard, itsfinal resting place for thistrip.
Later on it was time to go out on the town and sample Blackpool nightlife. We dl
left our accommodation and headed for the pubs and clubs. It was quickly observed
that this place had plenty of pubs but decent nightclubs a bit thin on the ground.
After deciding on going into Y ates' s it was time for the first drinks round of many
during the weekend. With agood crowd and decent music everyone started to relax
(well nearly everyone!) and soak up the atmosphere. A few minutes later and it is
was time to attempt use of some southern charm on a couple of females that caught
theeyes. Despitethe best efforts of one member of the group in particular it became
obvious there was no chance of striking it lucky thistime.

The group left Yates's a little lighter and head for the next venue of the night,
located close to were had come from this new venue proved to be buzzing with life.
A few rounds later and everyone was having a good time even though some other
customers were rai sing eyebrows with respect to the choice of ‘ clothes’ being worn.
A stop to get some novelty glow lights then it was time to head back and get rest for
anew day ahead.

Saturday started with a trip to the Blackpool tower and its many attractions
(aguarium, ballroom and circus). After aleisurely liquid lunch at the ballroom bar it
was time to use our legs. Instantly upright and waking everyone | eft the ballroom to
explore was other entertainment was on offer. After a brief stop to try and then
discover a frankly boring dinosaur themed attraction it was time try the main
atraction. This being the experience of standing on viewing area atop the tower
viewing the skyline 500ft up from ground level. Via a smal lift packed as tightly
with people as sardines are in atin the journey began. It was straight up and within a
couple of minutes our group has reached its destination. The view was spectacular
and provided a good photograph opportunity, duly taken. The well advertised
‘vertigo-inducing walk of faith’ was found not to be much of a walk the single
trangparent glass panel when traversed did alow a view straight down to the
ground. After acouple of minutesthe group agreed it timeto get back to ground level.

Southern Area Petanque

On Saturday 16th August 2003 an
enthusiastic group from Southern had
drinks and lunch at the Seagull public
= house in Porchester and then enjoyed a
| warm sunny day playing petanque
(French bolws) at Porchester Community
R Association, near Fareham. We were ably

| assisted by Pat Rodgers from Porchester
petanque club and greatly enjoyed the
competition. Adrian and Tina
representing Didcot 18 plus won the overall competition. Our thanks once again to
PCA and the Porchester Petangue Club.

Rounders

21st September saw South Bucks Plus
hosting the area rounders competition in
Marlow. The event started with a picnic at
noon before getting down to the serious
competition at 1pm. A coalition team formed
from South Bucks, Slough and Oxford came
out the eventual winners.
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Reading 18 plus hosted a evening walking
treasure hunt on the 18 October. There was by &l
reports an extreemly good buffet to fortify the
members berore the off. The teams then set off
around the town answering questions and gather
memontoes of their trip. Spot the 18 plus
members in the attached photo.



Your Area Committee

Chairman: Tina Bunyan, 21 White Leys Close, DIDCOT, Oxon.
OX11 7LP (m) 07760 448637, (h) 01235 810361
tina.bunyan@btopenworld.com

Administrator: Susan Jardine, 80 Baker Road, Abingdon, Oxon.
OX14 5LJ (h) 01235 539291
sejard@yahoo.co.uk

Treasurer: Adrian Barnard, 21 White Leys Close, DIDCOT, Oxon.
OX11 7LP (m) 07929 717381, (h) 01235 810361, (w) 01235
464672. abarnard@jet.uk, adrian.barnard1@btinternet.com

Publicity: Paul West, 8 Saxon Court, Kingsway Gardens, Andover,
Hants. SP10 4BU (h) 01264 394233 (m) 07932 832046
email: paul@paulsflat.fsnet.co.uk

Training: Richard Yeo 5 Abbotts Hill, Little Ann, Andover SP11
7PJ Tel: (m) 07799 573031

Development: Dan Geddes
Tel: 07940 238322

Magazine: Steve Crothers, 8 Coromandel, Abingdon, Oxon.
0X14 5QG (h) 01235 203068 (m) 07799 044463
stephen.crothers@ntlworld.com

Assistant: Leo Glover 10 Edgehill Close Basingstoke RG22 5AB
(m) 07787 156465
Email: leo.glover@btopenworld.com

Vacancies exist for Activities and Assistant posts, please speak to

any committee member if you feel you can help

A short elevator ride later the group’s next stop proved nostalgic as we viewed an
exhibition paying tribute to a famous comedian within the annuals of Blackpool’s
history. The comedian was not well known to us but it was the rare sight to see a
working home theatre set up from past days. This captivated some group members
for a brief period then it was time to head for the circus attraction.

This entertained for the most part: particularly the second half, which included an
act carried out by performers from China using hoops to perform spectacular
acrobatics inside the circus ring. Dinner was given an interesting twist when the
pizza was dropped. However the tin of corned beef remained behind closed doors
inside the cupboard. Most of the pizza other the other hand ended up in the bin as
from its taste it was clear wasn't quite right despite our chief’s efforts to re-cook it.
Fed and refreshed, it was time for another night on the town with the emphasis on
finding a good nightclub. Shortly we met a female giving out promotion ledflets;
that she was a fellow Scott was particularly pleasing to one member of group.
Walking seemed the best way to meeting females in town, especialy females that
were on their hen night asremarked later. It was till too early though for anightclub
sowedecided to try ‘ The Tower Venue' first. Severa drinksfollowed and everyone
chilled out to music ranging from Madness ‘Our house’ to Justin Timberlake's
‘Rock your body’. On to a nightclub, using our discount leaflets, the next
destination was the ‘Palace’; this proved to be a bit of an acquired taste which
proved to be to its disadvantage everyone deciding to go after just one round.

On Sunday the group decided to do something a bit more energetic; first a trip
aboard atram for the short journey to the ‘ Sandcastle’ leisure complex and a spot of
swimming. Crazy golf was next proving just how tough doing something as simple
as putting a golf bal in ahole can be. After a quick stop to buy holiday hats (even
though not everyone got into spirit of it!). it was on to the ‘ Pleasure Beach’ proving
very welcome to everyone in the group. After lunch/refresnment some of the group
braved the attractions. The roller coaster ride ‘the avalanche’ proved to be good
while it lasted but was too short lived for the price. However ‘the Dodgems was
excellent fun and enjoyed by everyone. Previously the mgjority of the group had
enjoyed the ‘Log Flume' and some karting. After the pleasure beach and a lot of
walking some member of the group took an opportunity to visit an adult’s only
venue. Back at the accommodation dinner proved not to need thetin of corned beef,
apoint not particularly appreciated by one of the group. Later it wastimefor afina
night on the town and everyone was determined this would be a really good night.
The venue decision was Flares nightclub and then it was time to hit the town. The
nightclub was quiet on arrival but soon started to pick up. After afew drinks and
plenty of dancing it was time to head back

The next day’'s journey back to Southampton went by quickly and yes the tin of
corned beef did makethe journey back aswell. All in dl it was a good weekend and
do believe enjoyed by everyone that went.



Bletchley Park

Didcot group had often talked about
arranging atrip to Bletchley Park, the home
of the war time code breaking effort, on the
17th August we finally madeit. Looking at
the web site | thought the facilities on the
campus would be impressive, often in such
circumstances you will be disappointed but
not in this case.
We started out by taking the guided tour; this started with a brief lecture about the
wartime activities at the site before leading us off around many of the buildings
giving us a quick taster of many of the exhibitions.
The tour ended just by the close up model or the
submarine from the movie. We then headed back to
the main restaurant, where lunch was interrupted by a
spontaneous unannounced flypast from a couple of
aircraft, apparently quite afrequent occurrence.
After lunch we visited the toy museum, the model
railway exhibit, the Enigma machine exhibit, the
radio room exhibit, and on to where many members
felt like big kids again to the computer museum.
They had an
amazing
range of
older computers al kept in amazing
working order, many of them even
connected to the internet and Tinaeven
managed to get on to the 18 plus web
site. Then the air raid sirens went off to
herald the
Battle of Britain memorial flight fly past. Some of
the members had a very quick look round the motor
transport exhibit before it wastimeto leave. We
never even managed to the the Churchill exhibit or
even have agood look round the German radio
re-enactment camp that was on site that day.
An amazing day out with things to interest just
about everybody, we will definitely have to return!

Aunt Sally Competition

The now annual aea Aunt Sdly
competition was held this year on the 9th of
August. It was hosted by Abingdon group
and held at their venue, the Flowing Well in
Sunningwell. The game consists of
throwing sticks over a distance of about 30
feet to knock the dolly, a small wooden
skittle, off of ameta post. The gameis one
of great skill, and often even more luck,
with scores not usually higher than one or
two out of Six.

The fine westher attracted

a good crowd, many of

whom had a quick mea

before the start. With

everyone gathered the

organisers arranged a

total of 9 teams and the

game soon got underway.

We managed to avoid

throwing any  sticks

actually at the crowd this

year, although afew fence

panels did suffer attack

from wayward sticks, and

alamp no longer worksin quite the sasmeway as before. We had anew first thisyear
however when Matt managed to break one of the sticks in two, no mean feat

considering they are two inch thick
hardwood. The end result of the gamewas a
victory for Thatcham group, and bottles of
wine were duly dished out to the victors.

After the game everyone was invited around
to one of the Abingdon members houses
where a barbecue quickly got into full
swing. A quick bit of work with the digita
camera and photographs of the afternoons
entertainment werecirculated for al to enjoy.



